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PVT Yutaka Koizumi

1922 - 1944

Yutaka Koizumi was born in 1922 in San
Francisco, CA. Yutaka and his parents and
siblings were sent to Topaz.

Yutaka was among the first group of Nisei
men to volunteer from Topaz in January 1943.
He trained at Camps Shelby and Blanding and
then served as one of the replacements for the

100th Battalion.

Army to
l Loval Jay

I (alizens

Yutaka was killed in action on May 23, 1944 in
Fondi, Provincia di Latina, Lazio, Italy. He was
the first soldier killed in action from Topaz.
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I-'Irst Nisei Volunteer from

WRA Center Killed in Action
Recently on Italian Front

Pvt. Yutaka Koizumi of San Francisco Was
Among Volunteers from Topaz Camp, Joined
100th Battalion After Training at Camp Shelby

TOPAZ, Utah—The first Japanese. American volunteer
from a war relocation center to be killed in action was identi-
fied this week, according to the Topaz Times. He is Pvt. Yutaka
Koizumi, 22, who is reported by the War Department to have
been killed in action in Italy on May 23 during the U. 8. Ffith
Army's “march on Rome.” .

Pvt. Koizumi was among the first volunteers at Topaz when
military service was reopened to Japanesa Americang in Japuary,
1943. He entered the army last
summer from Detroit Lakes,

Michigan, where he had relocated
in June.

Pvt. Koizumi, a native of San
Francisco, was evacuated from
that city with his parents, Mr.
and Mrs, Suyematsu Koizumi, in
the army-ordered evacuation in
1942, He is also survived by a
brother, Yosh, and a sister, Kiyo.
His parents are now relocated in
South Minneapolis.

A home memorial service was
held for him on June 16 by rela-
tives and close friends in Topaz.

The nisei soldier received his
military training with the Japa-
nege American Combat Team at
Camp Shelby, Miss., and later at
Camp Blanding, Florida. It is
believed that he volunteered as
one of the replacements for the
famous 100th Infantry Battalion
in Italy and was killed in action -
while serving with that unit,




W FOPAZ VOLUNIEER

PYT Y KOIJUMI

KILLED N ACITIOHN

The first Topaz volun-
teer for the Japanese Com-
bat Team to dlie overseas,
Private Yutaka Koizumi , 22,
of the 44Znd Infantry was
killed in action in’® Italy
on kliay 23, according to
word received here, He en-
tered the army last summer
from Detroit Lakes, ilichi-
can, where he had relocat-
ed in June, .

Pvt. EKoizumi is +the
eidest s of Ir, and lirs.
Suyematsu Koizumi who are
now releocated 1in  South
I{inneapolis, He 18 also
survived by & brotherx,
Yosh, and a sister, Kiyo,

He is formeriy of San Fran-

¢isco, apd received his

army training at Camp Shel-

by, Hiss.,, and Camp Bland-
ing, Florida.

A home memorial  seT-
vice was held for him last
night by relatives and
closs Triends here,

.
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Mr, and Mrs, S. Kolzumi
of Hinncapolis, Minnoootsa, -
cxpressad their appreciae
tion to the cemmunity of
Topaz for honoring thelr
son, the late Pvi, Tutaka
Knigumi, at merorinl sar-
vicez held hexre rocently.

In a letter * Fo.. ths
community eouncil, the paw-
reats of" the late Topoz
soldior said: -

"Tn the rvecount issuc of

the Topaz Times we road of
the camp-widc momorial sel-
viee honerins the 1€ boys
killed in action.
- "As opur.son, Pvit, Yuto-
ka Koizuri was ‘one of the
honorad wo wish to cxprcas
our deepcst approciation
and gratitude, Ve wers ine
decd very sorry WC  wWore
nat there to atténd the
impressive scrvice,

"Encloscd plcase  find
$20 in money order on be-
half of our scn and the
family, ’

"We would sincorcly ap-
prociate your printing o
note in the Topaz Times O
pressing  our thanks and
gratitude to the -pocple
and ¥riconds of Topuz,'

(Editer's note: The
commmity council hos de~
cided to accept the $20 do-
nation and s turned over
$10 of 1t to tho local UFC)

B EVYay WUT




EI Y e g
Irs qur

KG‘ Z -\ rf:]-l .A'ﬂf ﬁraed ‘ -

»

Furple- Heart

Ly, and Hrs. 3, Kolzumd,

zuml of the 3-';'31511 JInfanircy
vho was 1"ilf!.r\::ﬂ. in_ ac:‘!:inn

P in Itply, were 1nfnr:rtedw
Rt "I&an?L. Stimson, Secreta-
- Ty cf

mar, that ihely son

. was owardcd  the Purple
l Heart for bravery ond sac~
riticingo? 1ife in tha
his r::;untr.:r.




